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A change of religion or nomenclature cannot work an eco-
nomic miracle. It cannot abolish century-old economic or social
bondage/ which more than anything else no civilization should
tolerate and to which the attention of all Indian social reformers
and workers must now be directed. The eyes of all leaders
must be focussed primarily towards'the economic and social
amelioration of the Harijans, and secondarily/ to the religion/
whether Hinduism/ Buddhism/ Islam or Christianity/ which offers
the best environment and spiritual outlook for individual initia-
tive and social advance,

It is high time that educated India realized that the benefits
of economic and social progress which will be accelerated with
our new-born freedom must be fairly shared with the masses;
today 5 to 6 crores of them do not at all participate in these.
There must be a 'change of heart' of the upper caste Hindus/ to
use the familiar phrase of Mahatma Gandhi who has travelled
throughout the length and breadth of India for some decades
now to bring the gospel of social equality to the door of the
Harijans. Before long we should have an institution like the
Tuskegee Institute which has played such an important role in
the development of Negro leadership in social and economic
movements of the U.S.A. The establishment of a residential
college for the Harijans where the highest education may be im-
parted to them free has been long overdue. We have to train
up bands of educated Harijan youths who will go to their caste-
men for organizing schools and adult classes and for social
propaganda for their use of public schools/ wells and temples
and insist on the Brahman priesthood conducting their marriages
and domestic rituals. There is need also of a temperance
campaign. Cleaner, better and more nutritive food must re-
place carrion and vermin. Improvement of food habits and
social uplift are tied to each other in the Indian village. But all
rests mainly, as Dr Singh strongly urges, on work on the econo-
mic front. Collective farming and abolition of landlordism
can alone finally abolish agrestic serfdom, begar and other
malpractices. There is no more appropriate Province than
Bihar, where we have whole big villages inhabited exclusively
by the Harijans, numbering even a thousand, for starting an
experiment in collective farming for them under State auspices.